
Irene Triplett, last person to
collect an American civil war
pension, dies at 90
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The last person to receive a US government

pension from the American civil war has died.

Related: Confederate statue to be removed from

Virginia's Monument Avenue

Irene Triplett was 90 when she died last Sunday in

Wilkesboro, North Carolina. Her father, Mose

Triplett, fought for the Confederacy and the Union

in the civil war, which began in 1861 and ended
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with the defeat of the slave power in 1865. He

applied for his Union pension 20 years after the

war and in 1930, when his daughter was born, he

was 83.

The Wall Street Journal, which spoke to Irene

Triplett for a story in 2014, reported that she died

“from complications following surgery for injuries

from a fall, according to the nursing home where

she lived”.

Dennis St Andrew, a commander of the North

Carolina Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War,

told the Journal Triplett was “a part of history”.

“You’re talking to somebody whose father was in

the civil war,” he said. “Which is mind-bending.”

But to Stephanie McCurry, a historian of the civil

war and Reconstruction era at Columbia

University in New York, Triplett’s death acquired a

deeper resonance by occurring in the midst of

national civil unrest over the killing by

Minneapolis police of George Floyd, an African

American man.

“Just like the Confederate monuments issue,

which is blowing up right now, I think this is a

reminder of the long reach of slavery, secession

and the civil war,” she told the Washington Post.

“It reminds you of the battle over slavery and its

legitimacy in the United States.”

Each month, Triplett collected $73.13 from the

Department of Veterans Affairs (DVA), a total of

$877.56 a year. Her father earned the sum by

defecting north in 1863 after missing the battle of

Gettysburg, the turning point of the war.

“Pvt Triplett enlisted in the 53rd North Carolina

Infantry Regiment in May 1862,” the Journal

reported, citing Confederate records which

showed he was then 16.
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And Triplett “transferred to the 26th North

Carolina Infantry Regiment early the following

year”, “fell ill as his regiment marched north” then

“ran away from the hospital … while his unit

suffered devastating losses at Gettysburg”.

A deserter, Triplett “made his way to Tennessee

and, in 1864, enlisted in … the 3rd North Carolina

Mounted Infantry”, Kirk’s Raiders, which “carried

out a campaign of sabotage against Confederate

targets”.

Mose Triplett was unsurprisingly not popular in

post-war North Carolina but eventually, in 1924,

still childless, he married a second time. He was

nearly 80. His new wife, Elida Hall, was 34. As the

Journal put it, “such an age difference wasn’t rare,

especially during the Great Depression when civil

war veterans found themselves with both a

pension and a growing need for care.”

Triplett and Hall had five children but only two

survived: Irene, who like her mother suffered from

mental disabilities, and Everette, a son born when

Mose Triplett was 87. As the Journal wrote in 2014,

“Irene and Everette Triplett were born in tough

country during tough times. The forested hills ran

with white lightning from illegal stills. Ms Triplett

said she didn’t drink moonshine, but she got

hooked on tobacco in first grade.”

“I dipped snuff in school, and I chewed tobacco in

school,” Triplett said then. “I raised homemade

tobacco. I chewed that, too. I chewed it all.”

In 1938, aged 92, Mose Triplett attended a reunion

at Gettysburg. In his remarks, President Franklin

Delano Roosevelt referred to the Gettysburg

Address, delivered in November 1863: “Lincoln

spoke in solace for all who fought upon this field;

and the years have laid their balm upon their

wounds. Men who wore the blue and men who

wore the gray are here together, a fragment

spared by time.”
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Newsreel footage posted to YouTube by CSPAN

tells of “2,500 veterans, north and south”, black

and white, marking “the 75th anniversary of

America’s Armageddon”.

Housed in the Confederate camp, Triplett

reportedly kept quiet about the double service

that placed him in rarefied company. The Victorian

journalist and explorer Henry Morton Stanley, for

example, also fought for both sides.

Related: 'What it means to be an American':

Abraham Lincoln and a nation divided

Triplett died shortly afterwards. His gravestone, in

Wilkes county, says only: “He was a civil war

soldier.”

In 1943, Irene and her mother moved to the Wilkes

county poor house. In 1960, they moved to a care

home. Elida Hall died in 1967. Everette Triplett

died in 1996. Irene lived on, her care paid for by

Medicaid and the civil war pension.

The Journal reported that though Irene “saw little

of her relatives … a pair of civil war buffs visited

and sent her money to spend on Dr Pepper and

chewing tobacco”.

Jamie Phillips, the home’s activities director, told

the Post Triplett liked gospel music, cream cheese

cheeseballs and laughing.

“A lot of people were interested in her story,”

Phillips said, “but she’d always deflect the

conversation to something different going on in

the news.”
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A police note was found on Brian Laundrie's car
after he disappeared following a hike into a Florida

t hi f ilBrian Laundrie's family said they picked up the Ford Mustang
from the Carlton Reserve in Florida when he didn't come
home.

E! News

See “Naked” Mandy Moore Eat Pizza in Her Pantry
After the 2021 Emmys
Instead of dancing the night away at an after-party for the
2021 Emmys, Mandy Moore celebrated ending her awards
night in the best way possible: by eating pizza in her pantry.

My Neighbors Laughed When I Put It On My
Gutters
Then they saw it work. Today almost every house in the
neighborhood has it! I get so many thanks (especially in Fall)
for my little pioneer method.

INSIDER

Close-ups of footage said to show Gabby Petito's
van near where a body was found appear to show
th d l iA YouTubing family said it caught footage of Petito's van
unoccupied. Zoomed in, the footage suggests the rear door
closed as the family approached.

In The Know by Yahoo

Man's bone-chilling demonstration casts doubt on
the safety of hotel rooms: 'Another thing to be

id b t'If you aren't already inspecting your hotel room or Airbnb
before settling in, you might want to start.
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Food Prices Poised to Surge With
Fertilizer at Highest in Years
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The Rush: Lamar Jackson and
Patrick Mahomes duel ends in a…
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Harper's Bazaar

Why Is Visible Underwear All Over the Red
Carpet?
Issa Rae at the Emmys. Megan Fox at the VMAs. Zoë Kravitz
and Kendall Jenner at the Met Gala. Is this what a post-
Victoria's Secret world looks like?

The Neighbors Messed With The Wrong Geologist
When Melissa woke up to find a massive boulder in her
driveway left by her neighbors she was furious. Unluckily for
them, Melissa was a geologist

The Daily Beast

Trump Org Prosecutors Find New Evidence—in a
Basement
Michael M Santiago/GettyImagesProsecutors have
discovered a tranche of evidence in the basement of a co-
conspirator in the Trump Organization tax fraud case, a…

INSIDER

The FBI searched the home of Brian Laundrie's
parents as authorities declared the house a crime
The FBI executed a search warrant at the home in North
Port, Florida, as part of the ongoing investigation into Gabby
Petito's disappearance.

Yahoo Canada Style

Hailey Bieber shows off her toned figure in a $270
red satin bikini
Hello, bombshell! Hailey Bieber is all smiles in a $270 red
satin bikini.

Indiana Gives Seniors 9 Generous Discounts
(Apply Now)
Save Big On Mortgage, Solar, Home Insurance, Medicare, Life
Insurance, and Auto Insurance. Grab the best deals and save
big.

Washington Examiner

'That's a dude': MMA star 'Suga' blasts
transgender fighter
Mixed martial arts rising star "Suga" Sean O'Malley
commented critically on transgender fighter Alana
McLaughlin's victories over female fighters.

Town & Country

Alizée Thevenet Wore Carole Middleton's Wedding Dress for Her Own Big Day
Catherine, Duchess of Cambridge's sister-in-law paid a sweet tribute to the Middleton matriarch.
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People

Christina
Haack
APEOPLE
confirmed the
Christina on the…

House Abandoned During WWII Was Hiding A
Treasure
At 83, Rudi Schlattner never expected to return to his
childhood, until his father mentioned the secret he left
hidden in the walls.

INSIDER

Body thought to be Gabby Petito's was found near
where a family of YouTubers tipped off authorities

ft i h b hYouTubers Red White &Bethune noticed a van that looked
like Gabby Petito's when in in Grand Teton National Park in
August.

Fort Worth Star-Telegram

The stars came out for Dallas Cowboys win over
Chargers, some in Jerry Jones’ suite
Charlotte Jones Anderson posted a celebratory selfie on
social media featuring Dallas Cowboys owner Jerry Jones and
two famous fans.

Kansas City Star

‘Dead man’s fingers’ found clutching fallen log in
Ohio forest — but don’t call 911
“Glad I didn’t find them, I would have called the crime scene
investigation.”

Hilariously Disrespectful Signs Seen On Sidelines
These Fans Went All Out But Took It A Little Too Far With
The Signs

KGO – San Francisco

SF woman's 15-year-old dog mauled to death
during walk
"There were puncture wounds in his head. I did the best I
could." A San Francisco vet is warning dog owners to be
aware of both you and your pet's surroundings after her 15-…

Business Insider

Ilhan Omar says video of Border Patrol agents on horseback whipping Haitian
migrants amounts to 'human rights abuses'

Thousands of Haitian migrants have sought to enter the US
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of ongoing political turmoil
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Fool Wealth Experts on the Well-Planned
Retirement
Motley Fool Wealth Management experts weigh in on how
effectively pursuing 6 sources of post-retirement income
could be the key to financial security.
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fantasy football
This week we're targeting Tony Pollard, Cordarrelle
Patterson, and the Carolina Panthers defense on the waiver
wire.

People

Kevin Bacon Finds Wife Kyra Sedgwick's
Bejeweled Thong  — with His Initials!  — in the
L d"Thanks for airing my dirty laundry," Kyra Sedgwick said in
response to her husband's playful Instagram photo
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A Texas restaurant owner threw out a family
wearing masks who were trying to protect their
i i dA masked family at a restaurant was told "this is political and
I need you to take your mask off" by their waitress at the
behest of a bar owner.
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