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General Mac Arthur snnounced that Mitchell bombers nic
shipping in Lingayen Gulf west of Luzoa and heavily dam%ged a 7?090
fton freighter while patrol planes strafed two small craft and shot
down two Jap planes over Luzon. : .

Tuenty three Japanese planes attacked airfields and sggp*
ping at Mindoro and the American forces suffered some damages. Light
of the enemy planes were shot doua. ‘

‘ American doughboys continued moppliig up on Leyte counting
263 more Japanese dead, Japanese planes ineffectively raided Pal=
ompon at night. Our heavy bombers dropped 72 tons of explosives oo
San Jose Field on Pansy and destroyed six parked planes, Other Amerl-
can heavies hit Matina Field at Davao, hmerican patrol planes hit ﬂ
Lorneo and also damaged six small craft there. Patrol planes attacked
over the Celebes and fighters raided over tihe iMoluccas downiang three
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Jap bombers. Two Japaneseé planes sttempting to raid horotael dropoed
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Admiral Nimitz announced that.lilbe . Ivo Islang
Lids o nte:
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flak but 21l the Liberators returneé afely. Planes from the I7o

ares are believed to have been those which raided the Superfort
base at Saipan. Marine planes rocked Dabelthusp in the Palaus an
other Marine planes continued blows at the lMarshall Islands.

: 4 Tokyo dispatch broadcast by the Eerlin radic announced khe
death of Admiral Nobumasa Suystsuou the former head of the Japanese
Fleet.
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The Japanese Imperial Headcusrters, Friday U.S. time, re-
ported an American convoy of thirty transports ia the Mindanso sSsa
which was under constant Fipponese alr attack. The report clslumed
the sinkin: of six transports and the desmaging of two more. A1l1
these claims are without American confirmation. The communicue said
the convoy entered the Mindando Sea through the Surigap Strait be-
tween Leyte and the Mindanao Islands, This route was describec as
the one followed by the Amerigan amphibious force whicih invaded
Mindoro Island in the Philippines on December 15th.

American buperfortress bombers kept the Tokyo pppulace id

alara for twenty four hours in night and morning visits, EFrida;. la- |

cendaries viere dropped by single D=-29¢ which made their appearances
over south central Honshu. i o

The Wipponese Hqrs ulso said that Japanese aatiaircrals
Fire from Halmahera Island just south of the American held lorotal
Tsland shot down 72 raiding U,5. planes and damaged 42 more ig Dec.

EUROPEAY WAR {5~

U.5. lst Army troops have Griven the German vestuard thrtt
in Belgium bacl: twelve miles at points while 3rd Army units slashie
north heve nsrroved the neck of the German salient to 13 miles at)
last front reports. This wag the situation as of Thursday moralng
The lst Army in gairs up to 2 mile and a half had fought back tofhe
edge of Rochefort whiech is twelve miles from where the German spei™
heads have apporached the Meuse River, Late reports said the Gefians
were digging in and laying mihes. ,
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The Americans drove the Germans from Several towns ih tat crec ip
bitter fighting and cleaned pockets st Cilles with one thousaag Cop.
mans killed and the remainder of the regiment of three thoqsgnu;
either captured or straying through the voodg tryingrtp rejola th
main Torce, At least ore thoussn prisoners were takesn in the Allel .
can thrust. Headcuarters revesled three divisions figured prominetys
in stemuing the German drive but dic not revesl exact locatiog of
the operations, They were the 1st Infantry which laﬂdgd on D—dg;
and broke the Seigfried Line at hachen and the 82nd Airborae wiiei
landed in Cherbourg and in the Holland invasion. \
: Clear weather returned to the front and_ever;tnigg fro
 heavy bombers to fighters blasted Cermsns who had moved undex the
fog cover for two days. The 3vd arwuy has driven to four miles horth
of Bastogne and gained on the east and test‘WIQéﬁlﬁg'thgjsa%lgnz to
Bastogne to six miles in places. The 3rd sruy drove to the Cerian
porder in three places in northyvest Luxembourg crossing t;ga?ure =
River &t numerous points, fhey were vithin three niles of Jilte vhicl
ls twenty five miles north of Luxenbourg capital, They also uere at
Rosport four miles east of Echternach and they took towns a few ”
miles from Dierkir: both southeast aad southwest, The Germsns are -
now figating a battle of encirelenent west of Eastogite,
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_ Brip.iGen, e Anliffe uas actiag commander of 05.3ﬁe~101

Adirborne Division and parts of the Sth and 10th Airborie in1&10n§5
some 10,000 men who held Eastogne against abtacks frou 5 Geruon Div.
lhen surrounded by the Germans his renly to Relr ulbistoy for clir-
render vias "nuts and four days leter loth Infantry and 4%h armored.
broke through to relieve then, The; found the fields befpre dileriean
lines litgered +ith debrls of 200 Gerwan tanks. Allied Hgrs aniouiced
that the CGermans hed not gained up to Thursdes Morning, Gerflons attce
king ecrlier oa the northern flanik in the Honsachat area had been
taken Dacii, On the Roer River front above Bulge, the Germans attacked
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protest® to Cermany regarding the killing of 211 but B e group of
130 Americans contured near ueolmedy Lelglum. Cerman tank men 1ine
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the Yanks up and then shot then, The protest is being seit throuzh
the Swiss.

Two “Large fleets of hesvies blasted ratlyspds and oil plond
in the Ruhw Friday night after 2300 Allied heavies ond e 1 000
fighters dropped Acerly 9,000 tons of boubs on Cerman transportating
netuoriks feeding the vest front. €00 U.b5.heavies with To T

saters
hit transnortation centers in a|lb wmile =re behind the Germea bulre
includine Eingen, Irier, and Freaakfart. The Luftuwaflie vas prounded
but bhe fial was heavy over Frankfurt. Ten bombers snd three tighters
Were misging, b

L. ITALY the German aftacl doun the Serchio Valley
west end of the front appeared checked after foup dayz of hevd LTizhk-
ing in which the Amnericans uvere roreed back on a six mile sector =nd
O¥iwean foon Gallicano and Earce, Oup planes battered the Cerncne ot
“ulla to the dorthvest and in tiree days flew over 4300 sortleos ousme—
the fyont, e Canedians coatimuasd to Mop Ub northeast of Feenns oa
the other end of T Tronty . : .

LLL RUSLIAAGC BROKE Ifo T HEART OF PUDAPEST
SLAUGHTERTIC TRAPPED AZIS CGARRISONS IN BITTER HAND 70 SAdU :
North of the city other Russiang tightened the trap on the Gen
Wi lline 2,500 in a de; and eapturing 2,200 the previous

Bl L units forced the Hron River thers 1t meets

B ooc S tWo miles beyond thot point, =

e the Hron River's eost pon- on
ndred miles of Vienns.
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7% ) Western Resistance |

: | Communist Bloc
War Nearer in 1959?

With Communist pressure at several points
yround the world, it can be assumed that this year
wvill bring continued world tension. While war may
1ot come, neither is the world likely to have real

peace in 1959. The Red pressure centers will be
met with free world resistance and counter moves.
The Communists are expected to use crisis tactics
to overcome political setbacks and-a mistake migh
bury the world in armed conflict. — AP News‘
features. (Story on Page 13)
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