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Writer of gospel novel gets high praise "5?
Rv DONNA GRADV CRCCR Rucll Fnctpr’c mrwi- nf npnnlp - _ __ ...By DONNA GRADY CREER 
Electronic Urban Report

If you listen to gospel music, 
there are some people that you 
just need to hear - like Shirley 
Caesar, Richard Smallwood,
Vickie Winans, and Tonex. If you 
read, you need to read Sharon 
Ewell Foster.

Bishop T. D. Jakes calls her 
one of America’s best kept secrets 
and has nicknamed her “Picasso 
of the pen - pretty high praise highest honor given for 
from someone whose books regu- Christian novels - and 
larly reach the New York Times they contain enough 
best-sellers lists. Biblical commentary and revela-

Very high praise if you con-

Ewell Foster’s mod­
ern-day parables, be­
cause that’s what they 
are, find their founda­
tion in the Bible. The 
stories are good enough 
that they will engage 
your late teen and 
twenty-somethings.

They are written 
well enough that she 
has won awards - like 
the Christy Award, the

sider that Ewell Foster writes nov­
els. But, before you change that 
dial, it really does her writing a 
disservice to call them novels.

If they are novels, then they are 
gospel novels... and they’re chang­
ing people’s lives.

tion that even pastors like Jakes 
call her writing inspirational.

He said, “Sharon writes for 
those of us who want more than 
just words on a page, but pictures 
painted on the canvasses of our 
minds.” Like gospel music, her 
books touch all ages and all kinds

of people.
Her latest book. 

Ain’t No Moun­
tain, published by 
Bethany House, 
will have you 
laughingoutloud. 
There’s a chicken 
scene that will 
have you cracking 
up while you run 
to your favorite 
chicken place or 
fry up a batch of 
your own!

Parts of Ain't 
No Mountain will leave you in 
tears. In the middle of all this, she 
manages to write passionately 
and honestly about singles, youth, 
men, and the church.

Her Web site is 
www.sharonewellfoster. com

Sharon Ewell Foster

joshua's Troop signs with New Haven Records
Special to The Recorder

New Haven Records an­
nounced the signing of Joshua’s 
Troop, one of gospel music’s pre­
miere youth groups. Originating 
from Chicago, Joshua’s Troop 
consists of more than 30 young 
people and a band whose mem­
bers range in age from 16 to 22 
years old.

Blending urban and hip-hop 
tracks with contemporary gospel, 
Joshua’s Troop proves to be a vo­
cally experienced group beyond 
their youthful years.

“Currently in gospel music, 
there seems to be a void of youth 
choirs creating music for youth,” 
said Ken Harding, president of 
New Haven Records. “As soon as 
I heard Joshua’s Troop, I knew 
they could fill that void. The songs 
are great, and they are vocally 
mature. Combined with their en­

ergetic live show, Joshua’s Troop 
has the ability to connect with 
people of all ages.”

Their new record, “Project 
Youth,” is produced by Grammy, 
Stellar, and Dove Award nomi­
nee Percy Gray Jr., and Jarel Gray 
of the respected GrayBoyz Pro­
ductions.

“I thank God for Ken Harding

Prominent Baltimore pastor 
challenges A.M.E colleagues

By CHRISTOPHER JACK HILL 
Special to The Recorder

BALTIMORE (NNPA) - The, 
Rev. Dr. Frank Madison Reid III 
shocked the African Methodist 
Episcopal Church this week with 
the uncovering of his controver­
sial book titled, Up from Slavery: 
A Wake Up Call for the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church.

Reid, pastor of the Bethel 
A.M.E Church in Baltimore and a 
syndicated TV evangelist, 
launched the book during the 
Quadrennial A.M.E General Con­
ference in Indianapolis, Ind.

Reid, who for years has been 
critical of the church’s process, 
which he calls a bureaucracy, be­
came more vocal leading up to 
the conference in Indiana.

In Dp From Slavery, Reid criti­
cized the church, calling for its 
focus on growth and development 
of faith rather than financial gain 
and bureaucracy. Reid used story­
telling methods and examples of 
unethical practices by individu­
als of the church during his 
younger years.

‘1 discovered a religious bu­
reaucracy that was selfish, 
bloated, self-serving and had little 
concern for the development of 
the local church, pastor and lay­
persons,” stated Reid.

Conference members say the 
book took the church by surprise, 
but reactions to its contents were 
swift.

‘The book went a little too far, 
but there are some undeniable 
truths,” said one conference at­

tendee, who preferred to be un­
named.

But A.M.E officials say this 
book exudes criticism on a whole 
new level.

"It seemed as if Reid was slam­
ming the A.M.E church, but the 
slamming was valid, and it raised 
the consciousness of the people,” 
said Joseph Taylor, a conference 
observer from the sixth district.

But one church leader called 
this unanticipated book a "mas­
terpiece that swivels the con­
sciousness of the church and its 
organization” which Reid de­
scribes as a "demonic spirit that 
has run using bureaucracy.”

Though reactions to the book 
are mixed, many agree the book is 
one of the most critical challenges 
to the A.M.E church in the his­
tory of the denomination.

Released just days after the 
withdrawal of his candidacy for 
bishop, the book has sparked 
speculation among church lead­
ers and conference observers 
about Reid’s reason for not run­
ning.

Reid was almost guaranteed 
one of the seven available seats 
and if elected, he would have be­
come a third -generation bishop.

Reid explained his reasons for 
withdrawing in the book saying, 
he did not want to ‘’bow down to 
a system that lost its dynamic 
mission.”

He went on to say that the 
church had lost touch with the 
original mission of Richard Allen, 
who founded the A.M.E denomi­
nation in 1787.

Rev. Dr. Frank Madison Reid III
Contrary to some claims, the 

book is not a precursor to his 
leaving the A.M. E denomination, 
Reid said; rather, it is a love letter 
to raise consciousness of the 
church’s bureaucratic pitfalls.

Reid said though he may be 
forced out of the ch u rch, he would 
continue to love and to be com­
mitted to the A.M.E faith, as his 
ancestors were.

Up From Slavery is Reid’s sec­
ond book. His first, Restoring the 
House of God, swiftly made it on 
to the best selling list in 2000, 
and his latest release is showing 
similar promise, said Reid.

"People have lined up to get a 
copy of this book and I think that 
it will be a success, and hopefully 
I will write more books that speak 
to the younger generation and 
the hip-hop generation as well.”

The Indianapolis Recorder wants to hear about your Acts of Faith. These typed two-page 1 
should reveal the role faith has played in helping you to overcome any trial or tribulation in your 
life. Please, provide your signature along with a contact phone number where you may be 
reached for potential follow-up questions.

and the New Haven family for 
believing in the vision,” said Percy 
Gray, who is also one of the direc­
tors of the group. “New Haven’s 
willingness to give Joshua’s Troop 
an opportunity allows these young 
people to minister to other young 
people,”

Joshua’s Troop is a result of a 
vision of Pastor Clay Evans, the 
founder of the African-American 
Religious Connection (AARC) 
and Pastor Charles Jenkins, suc­
cessor to Pastor Evans at Fellow­
ship Methodist Baptist Church of 
Chicago. Their desire was to cre­
ate a youth and young adult divi­
sion of the AARC convention 
headed up by Pastor Jenkins that 
focused primarily on those attend- 
ing between 12-30 years old. 
Joshua’s Troop began as the mu­
sic ministry of this division.

Robert Leslie “Speedy” 
“Chub” Edwards

Robert Edwards. 80 of 
Indianapolis, died 
Friday, July 23. 2004. 
Bro. Robert Leslie 
Edwards son of the 
late Rev. William 

Edwards and Alice Virginia 
Edwards was bom in 

Indianapolis on May 20, 1924. He 
was called to the services in 1942 
and served eight and a half years 
during World War II. Mr. Edwards 
was employed at the Federal 
Foundry where he made Magic 
Chef Stoves for five years. Then he 
went to Chrysler for thirty-five 
years retiring June 1. 1980.

Mr. Edwards was united in 
Marriage to Mary Jane Campbell in 
1946 and this union lasted 26 years. 
Of this marriage was bom four 
children, Sandra L. Edwards, 
Robert L. Edwards Jr, Joyce L. 
Edwards, and Janice M. Edwards. 
On October 20, 1972, he married 
Louise Morgan. He was then 
married to Latonia E. Edwards June 
26, 1976 until her passing in March 
of 1994. He is survived by his wife 
Mary Etta Hickman who he married 
in June of 2001.

He leaves to cherish his memory 
his loving wife Mary Etta Edwards, 
two sisters Virginia Mae Franklin 
and Dorothy E. Thome, two 
daughters Joyce L. Moore and 
Janice M. Gardner; one son-in-law, 
John G. Moore Sr.; seven 
grandchildren, Cecilia L. Edwards, 
John G. Moore Jr. and Rachel, his 
wife: Jason L. Moore and Keisha, 
his wife; Saundra R. Edwards, and 
Justin G. Moore, and a host of 
nieces, nephews, relatives and 
friends.
Calling: Stuart Mortuary, Friday, 
July 30th from 5:00pm - 8:00pm. 
Services: Mt. Helm Missionary 
Baptist Church, Saturday, July 31st 
at 11:00am.
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Winner 2004 Consumers Choice Award 
For Business Success

IVIU3
Rock of Faith Missionary Baptist Church
has us immediate opening for a Spirit filled Musician to 
develop, lead and coordinate a dynamic manic ministry for oar 
youth choir. Must be experienced, able to rend manic, enjoy 
working with youth and be willing to undergo ■ criminal 
background check. Salary in competitive.
If Interested, please forward rename to: Pastor Rayford 
Brown, 10903 B. 38th 8t., Indianapolis, HI 48235 or Cadi: 
317-808-1006. 30.6
OCCCOCCCCOOCCCGCCCGCC^

n i imuiniinumumiunnii iniinii imii inimnm m n imuni i mm iniiiniiiiiiiiii iii i imn iimtimiiiin 11^11111111 mu

Mt. Halm Child Cara Ministry
H

Ministry Diractor
Qualified candidate must have a bachelor degree and 

Early childhood development
Send rTsunw lo:

1
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or Fax: 3I7-9SMMS
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Thank You Indianapolis!

(317)925-3000
2201 North Illinois Street 
www.8tuartmortuary.coin

Lavtaia, Sahh, ui Swcn
Bmk F«r Fwrab

5811 E. 38th Street 
(317)547-5814

Call about our funeral service packages 
“Our Service ~ A Sacred Trust"

Funeral Home 
Directory

WASHINGTON PARK NORTH 
CEMETERY4 FUNERAL CENTER
2702 Kessler Blvd. West Drive 

(317) 259-1253 Mortuary 251-5959
Call about prr arrunRemrnl Pmifram

“A Family Serving Families ”

ELLIS MORTUARY 
1503 Columbia Ave. • 955-1193

Darryl Ellis, Owner
With Dignity and Quality Care ”

)

WORD & WORSHIP. 
CKNTHR

This Sunday! Come Hear

Bishop Larry Jackson . Charlotte, NC
Sunday . August 1,2004 . 10:45am
Author of “Numbered With The Transgressors*’

j •
AI..SO Join US For SUPER SUNDAY! 
August 29, 2004.10:45am 
Celebration Service & Fellowship Dinner 
(Dinner free for all guests)

Bishop l jury Jackson 
Charlotte, NC

All Services held at

Walker Theater
617 Inditm Avenue 

Downtown Indy

Contact Us
Kl Box 44177 

Indianapolis, IN 46244
(317)280.8077 

hswwcfUi Hotmail, com

www.hswwc.com

CHILDREN OF CHRIST CHURCH PROCLAIMS

“WE’VE COME THIS FAR BY FAITH”

In Celebration of

Pastor Deborah J. 
Bridgewater

lST YEAR PASTORAL ANNIVERSARY

Pre-Anniversary July 28 - 30,2004 - 7:00PM

Anniversary August 1,2004 - 4:00PM 
Guest: Rev Charles Sheppard 
First Freewill Baptist Church

Children of Christ Church 
7061 Twin Oaks Drive Suite L 

Indianapolis. IN 46226 
PH: 317-377-0978

HERE, HAVING AN

AFFOUDABLE
FUNERAL
IS ALWAYS AN

OPTION.
IVN I IIMH VOURMII IQ OTIU R'S HIGH PMCI l) PAC KAGES.

COMPLFTF FUNERAL FROM $3,495
\l )OUR v MOk I 01 5NY c ENIRAL INDIANA CLMCTERY.

To k'.im morr aboui vour options, mit us at Memorial Park. 
9350 E. Washington Street, Indianapolis, IN

317-898-4462

m

.Funeral (Alternatives
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An afforrUMr option. A vmiblr c hoke.

http://www.sharonewellfoster
http://www.8tuartmortuary.coin
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